Chorleywood Cricket Club

Cricket Managers Report 2008
1.
Team Record
	
	Won
	Draw
	Lost

	Saturday League 1st Team
	12
	2
	4

	Saturday League 2nd Team
	1
	5
	12

	Saturday League 3rd Team
	9
	5
	3

	Saturday League 4th Team
	7
	1
	2

	Sunday League 1st Team
	4
	0
	2

	Sunday League 2nd Team
	1
	0
	2

	Friendlies
	14
	6
	4

	Total
	48
	19
	29


2.
Review of pre season aim
i.
The Teams
Overall we have had a season to be proud of, our Sat 1st overachieved gaining a 2nd successive promotion and next year will be playing in Division 1, the Sun 1st team overachieved unexpectedly challenging for the Chess Valley Div 1 title and not only were we successful in running a 4th XI it also overachieved by gaining promotion to Div 13 of the Saracens League. The Sat 3rds and Sun 2nds went into the last weekend with a chance of promotion and I suggest we would mark their seasons as very satisfactory, the only disappointment was Sat 2nd team relegation.

ii.
Younger Players 

By running a J.D.D. team we met our target for this year but we were also able, through our selection policy, to show we are the club in Hertfordshire for Colts progression into senior teams.
The following stats confirm:




U-15 Colts selected

Young players selected

Sat 1st



0



9

Sat 2nd



2



12

Sat 3rd 


4



9

Sat 4th 



6



6

And not only were they playing they were making key contributions, Josh Bungard 2nd top 4th team wicket taker, Ryan Toms & Jamie Smithson 2nd & 3rd top wicket takers in the 3rds, Tom Smithson 2nd in the 2nd team run chase, Will Pendered &, Lyndon Ryan high in the1st and 2nd team bowling averages, 1st team “5 for” from J Rice, 50 wkts from Matt Watson.
iii.
Selection Process/ Match Organisation
One very pleasing aspect of the season was the way we were able to select and confirm most, if not always all, players by the end of Tuesday, and the acceptance of most players who moved between the teams was fantastic. The rarity of the Friday evening drop out was a relief to all captains.

We were also very lucky to have Brian’s Umpire & Scorers roster, no other club in the county could send out 4 scorers on a Saturday (including the 2 best looking in Jane & Helen!) and the 2nds and 4ths always had an umpire, my thanks to all who served this year.
This is also an appropriate time to acknowledge the hard work from Owen, Andy and their bar stewards, having the club and bar open late afternoons  confirmed the fact the club was well organised at all times.

iv.
Strengths and Weaknesses
The clubs strength is in its spin (& slow) bowling. The Watson twins (off break / leg break)  both taking 50 1st team league wickets (a first in the history of the league) was key to the teams promotion, I expect both will be in the league averages top 5 this year. Will Pendered (slow left arm), Russell Hodgkinson (slow left arm) and Michael Dunning (off breaks) were the main wicket takers behind the “pace” of Gary Procter in the 2nds, only Jamie Smithson with an excellent 17 @ 16.3 prevented a clean sweep of slow bowlers taking the top places in the 3rd team averages although perhaps Mark Sinderberry’s top total of 24 wkts was due to slow medium rather than just slow bowling. Needless to say Mick Rose ( off breaks) topped the 4th s with a league best 32 victims, Josh Bungard ( leg spin) coming 2nd at 11 with Nick Rice ( slow off cutters) claiming a “6 for”
The batting relied on a couple of players in each team which on occasion created problems setting totals or chasing down targets. Luke Vivian’s overall total of 2013 runs with 1004 Saturday League runs was fantastic and should win him a unique double, the Saturday League  and the Sunday league batting prizes (710 @ 177.50 on Sundays!). However it was not a one man team. Alex was the glue that held the team together in May /June and he deserved more than a 284 run return while Mat Watson’s 419 runs will put him in the top 15 in the league averages.
For the seconds the key batting performance of note was Ben Brooks 501 @ 38.54, to score 500 in a losing season is something Ben can be proud of.

The 3rd team was more balanced, Chris Tweedie, Steve Toms, Jon Lyons, Simon Bottrill and Ryan Toms all scored heavily with Steve coming out on top with 487 and while the 4th team was a success in terms of bowling development; James Clarke, Josh, Martin Henderson all progressed with the support of Rosie, the batting was apart from 2 games of KOD support “one dimensional”.
Overall we need to develop and recruit more batters and seamers to provide a balanced set of teams.

It is difficult to report on the Sunday units as the weather turned the leagues into an almost meaningless competition. However Luke, and both Tyler’s, had seasons to be pleased with.

….and a thought on my favourite hobby horse…there were 22 Saturday league games were we declared before the full 53 overs or could have (i.e. totalled 150+ but batted the full quota) , our record was for these games Won 19 Drew 10 Lost 2 which suggests , given the points structure, we were too defensive in our game management. If, by giving ourselves more time to bowl at the opposition ,  we had been able to convert a couple of the draws into wins even at the expense of a defeat or 2 our season would have been even better.
3.
Final Comments
There were a number of highlights worth recording.

· An excellent tour organised by Ricey

· Debut tons by Tom  Freddie and Martin (there are 20 current players who have scored hundreds for the club this century….who will be the 21st?)
· A stunning 6 for 8 off 20 overs by Ricey

· 4 stumpings in one Inns from Botts

· The usual “battle of the keepers” by Andy O and Freddie, with Andy finishing in the lead by 2 victims
· 21 entries in the 87 book, a record.

· Retties hat trick

· The commitment shown by Mike Rose ( and Rocky) to the ground

………… if only the sun had shone !!
Simon Dare
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