                                        CRICKET  ON  CHORLEYWOOD  COMMON 
The Case for Support

      1.     Introduction to the issues: 
1.1  We are seeking support to secure the future of cricket on Chorleywood Common, where it has been played for around 200 years.  Its presence is threatened because of vehicles on the adjacent main road occasionally being hit by cricket balls.  This not only causes damage leading to third party claims, but endangers road safety. The modern version of the game with technological advances in equipment and better coached and physically fitter players, undoubtedly has meant that balls travel further on a more frequent basis.  This, combined with the marked increase in traffic on the A404 (M25 feeder) in recent years, has created a problem which needs to be solved.
1.2 Cricket played on the Common is a part of Chorleywood’s heritage. It is considered by the local community as well as by those who are passing through, to be an inherent aspect of the village scene during the summer.  If the dilemma surrounding flying cricket balls is not virtually eradicated, then the Club either will have to move away from the Common or disband.

1.3 Chorleywood Cricket Club (CWCC) provides a huge community service through its coaching and provision of competitive cricket to around 200 junior players between the ages of 8 and 17. This is in addition to seven adult teams.  Together with the non-playing membership, the Club provides for around 400 members.  Consequently, there is a notable family ethos that thrives both on and off the field. Unfortunately though, its facilities are old and decrepit and in urgent need of replacement. A well-constructed pavilion is required as a matter of priority, not only to meet current regulations for health and safety, child welfare and much else, but to correspond with modern-day sports standards and to complement the existing attractive vista. 

       2.     Solutions: 
2.1 The Ground. 

   A number of suggestions have been made; of which two were considered feasible: 


   a)   To move the cricket square further into the Common, thereby extending the ball   

         striking distance from the road, or 

b) To erect a barrier along the A404 to stop hard and high hit balls. 


After considerable research over a long period, it was realised that the latter suggestion presented as many problems as it would solve. To be effective, a barrier would have to be around 8 metres high and extend some 100 metres along the boundary with the road. This would enclose the edge of the Common during the summer months contravening the Commons Act 2006 if erected without official consent.  Additionally, it would, in many peoples’ view, be somewhat unsightly.  In fact, CWCC went so far as to present detailed plans of this possible solution to the local authorities, who advised that they could not be accepted for the aforementioned reasons. Therefore, it was decided to concentrate on the former proposal, which also has been researched in depth.
By moving the square away from the road by some 30 metres, the likelihood of balls being hit into and across the road is substantially lowered and so is the risk of an accident. By doing this the following three issues emerge:

i) The lime tree encroaches unacceptably into the proposed playing area.
ii) The slope of the land increases beyond required limits to enable a new square to be created south of its current position.
iii) A new southern end outfield boundary needs to be formed. This would extend into protected acid grassland.

The first issue can be overcome by removal of the tree which is not in good condition, and making a feature of one or two mature trees situated near the new boundary; the second by modifying the topography of the land by re-levelling; and the third by lifting, levelling and replacing the protected turf.  To do all this requires the consent of the Parish Council as landlords of the Common. We anticipate their agreement to this proposal to be forthcoming. 

.

2.2 The Pavilion
This requires the provision of a new structure that gives all the necessary amenities for today’s regulations including disabled access, female and youth changing facilities.  This would entirely replace the existing pavilion and be built on the existing footprint, but rotated to face the re-located cricket square.  The new pavilion would be constructed to be in keeping with the pitched roof buildings opposite and the surrounding country scene.  In order to be able to provide the previously mentioned facilities, extra floor space is required within the footprint. This will be achieved by placing the main changing rooms and showers in the roof space, where there will be dormer windows and a players viewing balcony. 

               3.     Breakdown of Estimated Costs: 

               3.1  The new square will consist of 15 wickets or strips costing £2000 per strip,  

                      totalling £30,000. 

               3.2  The removal of the tree, turf lifting, ground re-levelling and grass replacement 

                       is estimated at £100,000. A significant part of this is to protect the sub-soil so it continues to support acid grassland in perpetuity 
3.3 The new pavilion based on £150 per square foot is estimated at £450,000,  

        including consultation and management fees. An additional £20,000 will be 

        required for furniture fixtures and fittings.
           Therefore, the total project cost is estimated to be in the region of £600,000.  
   4.     Timing: 
    4.1  It is proposed to phase the Project over two winters:
    4.2  Phase 1( 2008-09) – Install new square in September/October 2008.
    4.3  Phase 2 (2009-10) – Remove lime tree, lift affected turf, adjust levels, replace 

           turf, pull down old pavilion and build replacement.
    4.4  Planning permission is now being sought for the total project, with outline 

           permission for the new building.  This will be subject to a second more detailed 

           application later in the year. 
5. Conclusion: 

                    With such a costly enterprise, of necessity the Club will be seeking financial help 

                     from every available source. It will also be promoting fund-raising activities 

                     locally. We are confident that at the end of the whole operation and with a new 

                     pavilion in place, there will be an enhanced and aesthetically pleasing view 

                     across the Common, not only for the cricketing fraternity, but for the community 

                     in general. We welcome your involvement and support.
